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Opinion

Marc A. Thiessen   Special to the Washington Post

Brett Kavanaugh must have been smiling as the returns 
came in on Election Day, because it is now clear that the 
Democrats’ campaign to destroy him will go down as a 
massive blunder. 

It failed to keep Kavanaugh off the court. It cost Dem-
ocrats their chance to regain control of the Senate. And it 
gave Republicans an expanded Senate majority that will 
allow them to confirm an even more conservative justice 
next time around.

Today, Kavanaugh sits on the Supreme Court hear-
ing cases. Meanwhile, Democratic Sens. Heidi Heitkamp, 
North Dakota, Joe Donnelly, Indiana, and Claire McCaskill, 
Montana, are packing up their Senate offices — thrown 
out by voters furious over their party’s brutal campaign of 
character assassination against Kavanaugh. 

Sen. Joe Manchin, West Virginia, was the only Demo-
crat who voted for Kavanaugh, and he survived — but just 
barely. 

Two weeks before Election Day, Manchin was leading 
by double digits, but on Tuesday night he won by just over 
three points. Had he voted against Kavanaugh’s confirma-
tion, he would likely have been toast as well.

The Democrats’ smear campaign also cost them the 
chance to pick up GOP seats. 

In Tennessee, Rep. Marsha Blackburn was trailing for-
mer Democratic governor Phil Bredesen by five points in a 
CNN poll before the Kavanaugh hearings. 

She ended up winning by just under 11 points, as the 
Democrats’ mistreatment of Kavanaugh united Tennessee 
Republicans behind her. 

The Kavanaugh smear no doubt also played a role in 
energizing GOP voters in Texas, where Sen. Ted Cruz 
defeated Rep. Beto O’Rourke by just 2.6 points in one of the 
reddest states in the union.

None of that might have been possible had it not been for 
the Democrats’ horrific treatment of Kavanaugh. 

As Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell put it, the 
failed effort to stop Kavanaugh was “like an adrenaline 
shot” for the GOP base. 

Republican voters were outraged to see a good man 
accused, without a shred of corroboration, of sexually 
assaulting a teenage girl, exposing himself to a college 
classmate and participating in gang rapes in high school. 

They were disgusted by Senate Democrats’ insistence 
that the burden was on Kavanaugh to prove he didn’t do it 
and by Democrats’ blatant disregard for the presumption 
of innocence. 

They were energized by Kavanaugh’s willingness to fight 
back and declare his treatment by Democrats a “national 
disgrace.” And they punished the perpetrators of that dis-
grace at the polls. 

Now Republicans have not only an expanded Senate 
majority but also a pro-life majority. Reports indicated that 
Trump was close to nominating Judge Amy Coney Barrett, 
a devout Catholic and mother of seven, to replace retiring 
Justice Anthony Kennedy. 

Barrett became a folk hero among religious conserva-
tives after Diane Feinstein, California, ranking Demo-
crat on the Senate Judiciary Committee, grilled her over 
her Catholic faith during her confirmation hearings as a 
judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit last 
year. “The dogma lives loudly within you,” Feinstein told 
Barrett, suggesting that her faith disqualified her. 

That outraged conservatives, who rightly castigated 
Feinstein for applying an unconstitutional religious test on 
Trump’s nominee. 

As Harvard Law School professor Noah Feldman 
explained, Feinstein “insinuated an anti-Catholic stere-
otype that goes back at least 150 years in the U.S. — that 
Catholics are unable to separate church and state because 
they place their religious allegiances before their oath to 
the Constitution.” 

Barrett was confirmed for the Circuit Court. But when 
it came to the Supreme Court, Trump calculated that with 
a razor thin-GOP majority he needed what was supposed 
to be a safer pick and went with Kavanaugh instead. Now, 
with an expanded, pro-life Senate majority, Trump no lon-
ger has to worry about losing a few GOP votes next time 
around. 

At every stage of recent Supreme Court fights, Demo-
crats have miscalculated. 

Their mindless decision to filibuster Neil Gorsuch paved 
the way for Senate Republicans to get rid of the filibuster for 
Supreme Court nominees — which made it possible to con-
firm Kavanaugh by simple majority. 

And if Barrett ever makes it onto the Supreme Court, 
Democrats can thank their horrific, defamatory treatment 
Kavanaugh.

The lesson for Democrats should be clear: Character 
assassination does not pay. Quite the opposite, it backfired 
— big-time.

Kavanaugh  
debacle  
cost Dems  
the Senate

President Donald Trump gathers with Associate Justice 
Brett Kavanaugh in the Justices’ Conference Room before 
a investiture ceremony at the Supreme Court in Washing-
ton. From left are, Associate Justices Neil Gorsuch, Sonia 
Sotomayor, Stephen Breyer, Clarence Thomas, Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts Jr., President Donald Trump, first lady 
Melania Trump, Associate Justice Brett Kavanaugh, Ashley 
Kavanaugh, and Associate Justices Samuel Alito, Jr. and 
Elena Kagan.   Fred Schilling, Collection of the Supreme Court of 
the United States

Darkest, brightest parts  
of me brought out

Kristeena Bernard: When I was contacted to join The 
Many, I was intrigued by the idea of focused discussions 
that were intended to showcase the bias of women from 
different walks of life. I was flattered and relieved. 

My friends and family were weary of political discourse 
after 2016, they either agreed with me wholeheartedly or 
we didn’t discuss such matters in order to preserve our 
relationship. 

I lost both friends and family along the way, and I 
embraced the idea of a safe haven for political discourse 
where disagreements could be had and we could move 
onto other topics after we found common ground. 

But I was wrong. These strangers brought out the dark-
est and the brightest parts of me. I was longing for calm 
discussions but found that I, myself, was not always capa-
ble of remaining calm. 

I learned my limits, then acknowledge that limits are 
often waylaid by the reckless need to be recognized as the 
“right” side in a discussion. 

I also learned that common ground may never be found 
among some personalities. 

It is certainly humbling to see and accept that one’s 
own positions may be harder to defend than realized and 
when pushed, logic can often give way to emotional pit-
falls like despair, anger and fear, and sometimes, that’s 
OK. 

Humans are emotional creatures, passion is so much 
better than apathy.

Overall, this was a wonderful experience and I learned 
a lot from this social experiment. I learned as much about 
myself as others in the group, and my discussions here 
were certainly a growth experience. 

I would do it again if I had half a chance. 

Bernard is an unabashed progressive liberal in The Many, 
and feels that her atheism lends unique perspectives to the 
group. Newly married, Kristeena is also an animal lover 
and devoted volunteer.

Our words can calm or 
create emotional meltdown

Jerrilynn Finkley: As a member of The Many Alabama, 
I have enjoyed the engagement with other members of the 
group. In places where we can reach agreement on various 
topics, we have.

Sometimes I have been asked by the moderators to be 
mindful of how I respond to some of the topics submitted 
by other members. At first, I immediately took offense at 
being admonished, it seemed, for merely stating an opin-
ion, and I responded accordingly. I felt that as adults in this 
group, we should be able to voice our opinion without fear 
of offending anyone. 

After personal reflection, I did reconsider my position 
and took into consideration that not every member of this 
group is able to engage with me so passionately. I agreed to 
try and be more civil towards any members who respond to 
my comments. 

We live in a society that at times can be so politically cor-
rect and toxic at the same time. 

Sometimes I feel that we have descended into an abyss 
of perpetual discord with one another due to the constant 
back-and-forth rhetoric we engage in. Being a member of 
this group has shown me that there are strong positions on 
all sides of the political, religious and societal spectrum, 
but that through thoughtful conversation, we can reach 
agreement where we can, and where we cannot, we still can 
respect one another.

Because the holidays can be so overwhelming and often-
times depressing for people, I would consider these fac-
tors when opining on topics that are considered hot button 
issues. 

Our words can be calming to one another or they can cre-
ate a hostile or emotional meltdown. I have experienced 
being on the receiving end of demeaning vitriol on social 
media forums and if I were not a mentally strong individ-
ual, the comments could have certainly affected me dif-
ferently. 

As we approach the upcoming holidays, I would hope 
that I can be a part of bridging the divide among my fellow 
Alabamians who are members of this group. Our life expe-
riences and how we respond may be vastly different, but in 
the grand scale of it all, we have more in common with each 
other than we actually realize.

Finkley is a lifelong resident of Alabama who lives in Sum-
merdale. She is a Democrat and a strong advocate for 
affordable healthcare and housing. 

Sometimes a little  
grace goes a long way

Tiffany Rouse: Have you ever seen America so conten-
tious? How did we all end up against each other? 

Everything we read and see is telling us that we are 
divided more than ever, and we will never recover. We 
blame it on national leaders, irresponsible rhetoric, the 
media and all sorts of outside influences. 

While all those forces play a role in the health of national 
dialogue, our daily conversations and attempts at import-
ant dialogue are controlled by us and us alone. We seem to 
have regressed in the art of civil discourse, but I am here to 
say that all is not lost.

For the better part of 2018, I have engaged in political 
conversation with women from all over the country and 
all over the political spectrum as part of a Facebook group 
called The Many hosted by Spaceship Media. While this 
might seem like a nightmare to some, I have found my 
experiences in the group to be refreshing and encouraging. 

I’ve learned a few techniques that could help those head-
ing into tough conversations with friends and family mem-
bers of differing viewpoints. 
    › Don’t go into a conversation with guns blazing. It is not 

your job to change anyone’s mind. When you shift your 
objective from getting someone to join your side to work-
ing to understand their point of view, you can stop see-
ing every difference of opinion as a personal affront. And 
even if it is a personal affront, which is sometimes the 
case, a little grace can go a long way.

    › In every two-sided conversation there is always common 
ground. We must look to find it and start there. We must 
take a step in the other person’s direction, even if he or 
she doesn’t seem interested in meeting halfway. 

    › A good way to start this process is to ask questions. Ques-
tions lead to answers that show nuance. Even if we can’t 
see it, assume the nuance is there. Every person brings a 
unique perspective to an opinion. It is our responsibility 
to value that perspective. 

    › One of the most important aspects of a conversation is 
tone. An in-person conversation can lead to an argument 
at the slight raise of voice volume. An online discussion 
can go south quickly with one typo or errant use of caps 
lock. Be more cautious of the tone of your voice in diffi-
cult conversations. If you’re sensing an angry or accusa-
tory tone in someone else’s words, ask for clarification. 
This is hard work. This is about more than easing ten-

sion over a Thanksgiving dinner table. It’s about model-
ing grace and humility even when it isn’t earned or recip-
rocated. Let’s lean in to the awkwardness and discomfort. 
Let’s invite people to disarm instead of pointing our own 
weapons at them. 

Rouse lives in the Birmingham area and is a conservative 
member of The Many who has previously aligned with the 
Republican party. She is a stay-at-home mom of two tod-
dlers, and previously worked for nonprofits. 

See if you can use some  
of the lessons I learned

Cherry Brown: As we approach the holidays with family 
and friends, with all the excitement and happiness, it does 
not take long to remember all the differences involved. 
Politics, religion, child rearing, you name it! 

Everyone has their opinions, and it does not always 
make for a happy, relaxing visit. As my husband has  
sometimes suggested, don’t go! But that’s not feasible 
either. One of the things God teaches us in the Bible is to 
prefer one another — that is, put the other person before 
yourself, whether spouse, child, family, stranger or polit-
ical opposites. 

Being a member of Spaceship Media’s The Many — a 
culturally diverse, multi-faceted and opinionated group 
of women   has been like one long “holiday” since I joined 
in January. From liberal to conservative, each woman has 
an opinion and is not afraid to share it, just like your Uncle 
John at Thanksgiving. 

The difference being that in this gathering, you need 
to back it up with facts, not just feelings. That’s the hard 
part for me!

I read a lot, but I can’t always cite where I have read 
what I quote in the group. Being conservative is suspect 
enough, so moving into a discussion with just my feelings 
and convictions can be tough. 

In the spirit of togetherness and harmony, and prac-
ticing preference for others during the holidays, here are 
some of the lessons I have learned as part of The Many:
    › Be aware going into your gathering that as you are ded-
icated to your beliefs and convictions, so is your family 
member. You will not change minds in a heated discus-
sion. If a discussion ensues,  attempt to back your opin-
ion with solid facts and be able to cite them. 
    › Screaming is not productive. 
    › For goodness’ sake, don’t call the other person names!
    › Understand that having a discussion with differences 
can be a good thing. It will either open possibilities you 
had not thought of, or it will cement the  convictions you 
have. 

These are a few of the things I have learned having a 
heated discussion with liberals. 

Is there a deep divide in our country, as well as fami-
lies? Yes, but that should not deter us from being able to 
work together. 

Just as we try and treat each lady with respect in The 
Many, we should treat our families with respect even 
more. So be sure to “prefer” that family member you don’t 
agree with, and have a happier holiday.

And remember at least your vote will cancel out Uncle 
John’s. Good times. 

Brown, originally from Mobile but now living in the Bir-
mingham area, is a conservative member of The Many. 
She is a mother, wife, and self-described Bible believer and 
lover of people. 

Alabama women share lessons in  
how to have the tough conversations 
that happen at the family table
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